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President’s
Corner

By: Mike Maffitt
Hello friends,

I hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas
holiday planned and I’m trusting you all survived
Black Friday and Cyber Monday.

We have a great Christmas Party planned on
December 15th at 10:00 am. The club will provide
the meats for our lunch and we ask, if you haven’t
already signed up and plan to attend, that you bring
a side or dessert to complement the meal. We have
a great time planned for all so if this is your first time
attending, the party will include; Lunch, A fun time
event with Ann Wolfe, a Bring-A-Gift - Get-A-Gift gift
exchange(bring a gift to participate), an auction of all
of the items collected throughout the year from
President Challenges and demonstrations and
hosted by our own Dennis Paullus. I always look
forward to this event and it always brings us closer
together as a club to share a little time together
outside of normal demoes and club events. We think
you will certainly enjoy yourself, so please come on
out.

This is the season for giving and I thought it
might be appropriate to talk about what we as a club
have given this year to our charities. We started, this
year, having our “Turn In” events and everything
considered, I think they went well. We learned some
things about these meetings and we will make these
more streamlined in the future. At these events we
produced components necessary for donations to
our charities. For those of you who haven’t been
involved, we collected and processed raw wood and
produced the pieces necessary to make our Beads
of Courage boxes that have been so successfully
received by LeBonheur Children’s Hospital. In

making the slats for the BOC boxes, we had
unusable cutoff pieces that we found were perfect
for the bodies of the wooden pens that we make and
donate to the “Pens for Troops” charity. We found
we were able to use the majority of the wood for
these two charities instead of throwing much of it
away. A win, win situation for the club.

We started a charity fund this year and we
actively collected at events to gather funds to help in
making the pieces for our charities. This proved to
be a success and we will continue that practice this
year. This will negate the majority of the cost to our
members and make it simply a contribution of labor.
This fund will be used to purchase wood, beads,
glue and finish for our BOC and PFT charities.

In these endeavors, we have completed and
successfully delivered items to three charities. The
organization that has become dear to me is
LeBonheur Children’s Hospital. We have the
opportunity to make a difference in a local
establishment dedicated to the well being of
children. We get to see our boxes go directly into the
hands of the hospital and sharing in their delight
when we deliver them is a magical experience. So
far this year we have delivered 132 Beads of
Courage boxes in three
deliveries and we have a
fourth quarter delivery
planned to wrap up the year.
This was our first year to
demonstrate at The Bartlett
BBQ Festival, turning “Pens
for Troops” and talking to
the public about our club.
We completed over 70 pens
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President’s Corner cont.

in a day and a half of demonstrations and we
shipped 126 pens to the Woodcraft Store in
Franklin, TN, which is our collection point for the
pens. The final charity is another local endeavor,
designed to raise money to feed the hungry,
Memphis Empty Bowls. This event will be held
January 20th at the Crosstown Concourse in
Midtown from 5-7 pm. We were able to complete
and donate 32 bowls to this event which is a
wonderful accomplishment for our club. Tickets are
available online at www.memphisemptybowls.com.

Where do we go from here? I am looking forward
to helping and sharing with the club to further
everyone’s talent and knowledge in the craft of
woodturning. That is why we exist as a club. We only
get better as a club if we bring everyone along who
wants to learn and grow. We have always been a
friendly, welcoming club and I hope we are always
successful in that challenge. Let’s strive to make
each meeting in 2019 be the best learning
opportunity possible for our members and work to
get everyone involved in doing it.

Being a club doesn’t mean that the Board of
Directors does all of the work, everyone has a talent
and a purpose to serve in our organization and we
encourage each person to find the place they best fit
in our club to use their gifts. Speaking of the Board
of Directors, I want to personally thank each and
every one for the dedication and commitment to The
Midsouth Woodturners Guild, for the time and
investment they have have made and sacrificed for
the club. Without their efforts, and this has been true
since I’ve been a member, this club would not exist.

Here is a toast for the successes we have had in
2018 and the expectations for a grand 2019 full of
wonderful opportunities for our club to make a
difference.

As Tiny Tim would say,
“ ”

Mike Maffitt

AMember’s Sale
Offered byMarcus Boyd, 901.281.5578

• 7 ft. Rock Maple & Walnut Custom Work Bench..............................................$500
• Grizzly 34 in. Bench-top Radial Drill Press w/ Cabinet.....................................$200
• Grizzly 14 in. Bandsaw.....................................................................................$400
• Dewalt 12 in. Double-bevel, Sliding Compound Miter Saw

w/Custom Rolling Cabinet............................................................................$500
• Robust “American Beauty” Lathe, 3 hp, 220v w/Tilt-away Tailstock

and Casters (as purchased Oct. 2012 @ $8084).....................................................$7000
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Oktoberfest
Recap

By: Joseph Voda

Okay, we may not hold our Oktoberfest meeting
in a Bier Hall, or actually orient all the activities
around drinking bier or wear Lederhosen or sing bier
hall songs, but we do hold it in October, in a setting
outside the four walls of our usual meeting room and
we do have a great amount of fun!

This year’s meeting was once again hosted by
the Guild’s own benefactor, Joel Benson. Please
join me in personally thanking Joel, for graciously
providing the use of his grounds, workshop, lathes
and knowledge to make this happen.

In Joel’s usual friendly fashion, he regaled the
attendees with one of his fascinating chainsaw
demos. Even more fascinating was his donation of
some truly beautiful box elder bowl blanks, which he
offered to members in exchange for donations to the
Guild educational fund.

Also, as we have resurrected the Chili Cook Off
to the menu, anyone who does not get their fill is
likely not trying. As for the results, and to whet your
appetite for next year, the winners are as follows: 1st

place, Larry Sefton, 2nd Mike Maffitt and 3rd Sam
Dawson. Good Job, guys and bring it back next
year! (DISCLAIMER: All winners claim their spouses
had no hand in the preparation.)

Our featured demonstrator this year was David
Sapp, former proprietor of the Woodcraft Store in
Franklin, TN. A few years ago, David decided to
retire from full time operation of the store, and so
turned it over to his son, Aaron. David has stayed
involved in a more minor role as a leading instructor
of the store’s internal class offerings. As an active
member of the Tennessee Association of
Woodturners, David’s work can easily be seen in the

Instant Gallery page of the chapter’s website. His
work is always a part of the banquet-night auction at
the TAW’s annual symposium.

Ever the instructor, as he starts a demonstration,
David began by illustrating some basics of safety
and tool handling. Next, he proceeded to the focus
of his demonstration of turning two green-wood
bowls, from box elder bowl blanks, provided by Joel.
Turned nearly from blank to finished pieces, they will
be a part of our own auction at the Christmas
luncheon on December 15th. As of this writing. I am
not sure if all his pieces were signed and finished by
those guild members, he left them with. Should they
not be finished, a winning bid provides the recipient
an opportunity to complete a “collaborative project.”

In what has become another valued portion of
Oktoberfest, our own Jim Tusant manned his
sharpening station. For the past several years, Jim
has patiently instructed members in the proper
method of sharpening gouges, both for spindle and
bowl. He even stresses the need for properly
sharpened skews, even though many may not be
used on their return to the owner’s shop.

Lastly, we held the second of our annual tool
swap/sales. After the Guild’s participation in Wright
Pillow’s estate sale, his daughter offered the Guild
nearly all the unsold tools. These items comprised
the bulk of the offering and I heard satisfied
comments from buyers, who were unable to attend
the estate sale, yet still found that item they could
not live without.

Images of the event on the following pages,
provided by Don Farage.
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Oktoberfest Recap cont.
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Oktoberfest Recap cont.
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Wooden Christmas Ornaments
“The Rest Of The Story...”

By Joseph Voda

With apologies to the late Paul Harvey, if you can relate to the following excerpt, then cut and paste the link, below
into your browser, for “The Rest Of The Story!”

“This all started at Christmas 1986, when our boys were three and one year old. They got curious and pulled
down the Christmas tree, breaking many glass ornaments. Nobody got hurt, I pulled the youngster out of the
wreakage and noticed he had small cuts on his knees.
I never liked this idea of glass ornaments, there are never any left to pass on to the next generation. So, I
went down to my small woodworking shop…”

http://www.finewoodornaments.com/news.html

Please take a break to view this video, then come back here to finish the
article. When the page opens, click this image. Following the flow will be more
interesting.

I hope you enjoyed learning about Gaetan and his ornament business. It's nice to see that someone has figured
out how to make more than minimum wage in a woodturning venture! Still, you must have noticed that his many
talents/roles allow for tight control of his employee base!

When I watched the video for the first time, I was inclined to wonder whether his
market for ‘turned wood ornaments is greater in his country than in ours, or if it was
due to the professional quality of the images on the product. Either way, he has been
successful based on the abundance of the designs he offers.

Still, this subject, and Gaetan’s aspect of its practical reasoning for why it should
be more popular, caused me to research the wooden ornament’s history. To my surprise,
I found no statements of wooden ornaments in the histories retrieved. The two links provided are submitted as
samples of my results.

https://www.theholidayspot.com/christmas/christmas_ornaments.htm

https://mymerrychristmas.com/history-christmas-ornaments/

In fact, when the search terminology is refined to include “history of ‘turned wood, or wooden’ Christmas
ornaments”, the results led only to craft sites such as “Etsy.” So, for all the ambiguity that wooden Christmas
ornaments have truly played a part in holiday tree-decorating tradition, I take heart in a comment that runs as a thread
in these articles – that ornaments began as hand-made craft items (e.g. truly special creations) - wooden ornaments
certainly fit that description. What is clear from these articles is that commercialism was destined to enter the
equation. Is this where Gaetan’s operation is today? (Anyone remember the cynicism of holiday commercialization
that permeated the ‘70’s?)

In my analysis, I believe that wooden ornaments will never be mainstream, replacing any of materials used in the
mass-production of ornaments; however, this works to our benefit: Cementing ‘turned wood ornaments as a niche
market. For those adventurous enough to pursue such a market, there are ways to add ‘turned wooden ornaments
(truly special creations) into part of the holiday tradition. Have you any ideas?
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Instant Gallery
Avi Pelc

Jeff Brann

Beads of Courage

Bradford Pear Pencil Cups
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Instant Gallery cont.
Bob Smith

Larry Sefton

Dennis Paullus
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Instant Gallery cont.
Jonas Nemanis

Ron Wickens

Pens for Troops
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Instant Gallery cont.

Karl Loeblein

Mike Maffitt

Cherry with Chestnut
Spirit Stain

Cherry with
Chestnut Spirit

Spalted Maple
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Instant Gallery cont.

Skip Wilbur

Maple Root Pear



December 2018The Mid South Woodturners Guild of Memphis, TN

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com 14

Instant Gallery cont.

Memphis Empty
Bowls Charity
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Instant Gallery cont.

President’s
Challenge
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Upcoming Events
2019

• December 15 Christmas Party
• January 27 Skip Wilbur
• February 23 Mike Hunter with Hunter Tools
• March 23 Dennis Paullus
• April 27 Bob Wolfe
• May 25 TBD
• June 22 Sammy Long (Magnolia Turners chapter) Carving Demo

June 23 Hands-On Carving Class
• July 27 TBD
• August 24 TBD
• September 28 TBD
• October 26 Oktoberfest, Demo TBD
• November 23 TBD
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Mentors Program
All members of MSWG are invited to contact the following mentors to learn a new
technique, improve their turning skills or turn something different. Mentors are volunteers
and do not charge.

Contact information is on our website under Members Only and the Roster. Sessions
should last no longer than 3 hours and be scheduled at the convenience of the mentor.

Benson, Joel Wood Selection, Turning Green Wood, McNaughton Coring, Chain
Saw Sharpening/ Maintenance, Chain Saw Use/Safety

Cannon, Rick Segmented Bowls

Maffitt, Mike Bowls, Platters and Native American Flutes

Sefton, Larry Milk Paint, Make Your Own Pyrography Unit, Hollow Forms

Stone, Rick Finials, Bowls (incl. Natural Rim), Boxes, Spindles, Carving, Finishes,
Pyrography, Making Tools, Turning Tool Basics (incl. Sharpening)

Tusant, Jim Bowls, Hollow Forms, Pyrography, Carving, Dyeing, Tool Use

Wilbur, Skip Bowls, Hollow Forms, Goblets, Finials
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Club Sponsors


