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Valentine brothers create another turned hat, this time a baseball cap, at
our annual Oktoberfest meeting.
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Hi everyone.
Here it is

November, and our next meeting
is Saturday, November 28 at 8 am to 1:00 pm.
We have had a pretty busy fall and it is not over
yet. Mr. Tate Thomas will be our demonstrator
this month.  He will be showing us how to make
one of his wonderful pens.  Tate is a long time
member of our club and he has been a
demonstrator for us in the past.  I look  forward
to a good presentation.

Remember this month is also our annual
Christmas tree ornament contest. You still have
plenty of time to get one finished to enter for the
1st place prize of $50, and also there is a
second place prize of $25.  Remember the
ornaments become the club’s and will be placed
in the Christmas party auction on December 12.
As you know the funds raised by the auction go
to our Education Fund, so I hope there are many
of you that will participate in this contest.

November is the month that we vote on new
Board members, the nominations have been
made and announced.  The vote will be taken at
our November 28 meeting.

Please, as you are working in your shop and
getting ready this week for our meeting, look

around to see if there is that piece of wood or
unused tool that is just cluttering up your shop.
We can help you out. Bring it to our raffle and it
will be someone's new treasure. It will help
generate funds to pay for our coffee and donuts.
Thanks in advance for your help, for with out
you, there is no club. Everything we do as a club
depends on You.

I look forward to seeing all of you at our
November meeting, so remember to come early
and leave late, Dennis.

By:
Dennis Paullus

President’s
Corner
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Oktoberfest Meeting Minutes
Hi Everyone, Treasurer Voda, here.

Since both Dennis and Larry were unavailable to
attend, I have been asked to recap the event.

Well, we have another Oktoberfest under our belt.
The weather was a bit warm for my tastes, but the
rain held off for us (my thanks to all who had a hand
in that.)  Attendance was about the same as it has
been. (More on that later.)

Once again the Valentine brothers astounded us with
a demo of applied patience in turning thin-wall items.
The ball cap amazed me and they used magnolia
rather than hackberry, this time.  Thanks, guys, and

we hope to see the finished product at the November
meeting.

In the small room, Joel played to a full-house crowd,
as well.  He demonstrated his McNaughton bowl-
coring system and I gauged the response to be
intriguing to many.  Still, that process is a bit
daunting, since the purpose is to reclaim what would
be waste, from a LARGE blank. I must admit here,
that I inadvertently demonstrated a serious error in
judgement during Joel's second round of the demo.
Without the boring details, let me say that attendees
observed my lesson to never try to be helpful when
you are not asked to perform a task for someone
else.  Best intentions can be extremely un-safe.

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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On the subject of food, we had two good chilies, one
from Cindy Benson and one from my wife.  Various
other items made up the day's fare, consisting of
some veggies and sweets.  During the de-brief,
Richard Hiller, Joel and I decided that my no-sign-up

sheet idea was a failure. Therefore, we will return to
the sign-up sheet next year and also return to the Chili
Cook-Off format. I won't say we ran out of food, but
only two hotdogs were left and one of those fell on the
ground. Black Dog beat me to that one. (Note to next
year's chairperson: whole wheat hot dog buns are the
crowd favorite.)

(Back to "More on that later.") - The largest takeaway
from the de-brief was that "usual" attendance figure.
The BOD and production crew are highly concerned
that the event may not be as "fun" as when the
tradition first started out.  There was an attempt to
rationalize it based on the close timing to our new
Pink Palace event.  However, a new and radical
concept is being presented to the BOD, (by me).
Because the 2015 BOD is in "lame duck" mode,
details will be discussed with the new BOD.  in
January. (How's that for a teaser?!?)

The TAW's donation of one 2016 Symposium
registration and banquet ticket was our only raffle of
the day.  Sales were a bit off, but that did not bother

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Matt Garner, who won the prize.  Congratulations
Matt.  As many times as his luck has brought him
that ticket, he still can't hit the TN Lottery.  (He
had already registered, so he may have a slot
available for sale.)

I hope you will all email TAW's Jeff Brockett, a
member of the MSWG, and a BOD of the AAW, to
express our appreciation of the TAW’s generosity
in donating the ticket. If you did not enter, you had
no chance to win! (Where have I heard that
before?)

The tool sale was enthusiastic, with quite a few
items changing hands.  And there was a good bit
of wood donated, which brought in an average of
$3 dollars per stick to the guild budget.

Lastly, I want to personally thank Joel Benson,
and his lovely wife Cindy, for once again
graciously hosting this the event. I cannot
remember how many years Joel said we have
been coming out, but I have made the last seven,
since joining the Guild.

Well, that's all the news that is fit to print from
Lake Wo-Be-Rossville.
I will not be at the November meeting, so as
payment for winning the ticket again, Matt will fill
in for me at the Treasurer's table.  I have
prepared the 2016 Guild Membership/Information
data sheets on everyone, and we need you to
review and approve your data. Cut-off date for
dues payment this season, will be January 31st.

Respectfully submitted,
Joseph Voda

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org


The Mid-South Woodturners Guild of Memphis, TN November

8http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com http://www.woodturner.org

More Oktoberfest Pictures
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http://www.woodturner.org


The Mid-South Woodturners Guild of Memphis, TN November

9http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com http://www.woodturner.org

I know I
indicated that I

would not
devote another
column to a
specific
woodturner, but
all woodturners
should be
familiar with
Rude Osolnik,
who was truly one of a kind in the woodturning
world.

 Rude was born in New Mexico in 1915 but
spent most of his life on Poverty Ridge in very
rural Kentucky.   However, Rude was far from
being just another backwoods rube as he twice
attended Bradley University in Peoria, Illinois,
where he received bachelor’s (1937)  and
master’s (1950) degrees in fine arts.  In 1937, he
accepted a faculty position at tiny Berea College
where he taught woodworking and woodturning
for 40  years. Rude died at age 86 in 2001.

 Berea College, founded in 1855, is one of
those wonderful work/study colleges which still
charges no tuition but which requires all students
to work in campus and service jobs.  Even today,
money is tight in Berea and we can only imagine
the situation during the years Rude was
employed by a college with minimal income.
Based upon faculty salaries paid during the

Great Depression at similar institutions, Rude’s
salary was certainly less than $2,000 per year in
the 1930s and I estimate no more than $12-
15,000 when he retired in the late 1970s.

 Why is all of this financial background
important? Because for many years Rude
basically survived and raised a family by turning
wood, especially by making and selling his
famous narrow waisted candle holders.  He
made other items and even furniture, but
apparently he was able to contract with large
department stores to wholesale his candle
holders.  His signature items retailed for $3 to $5
each even in the 1950s and
1960s, depending upon
size, so what would Rude
have received for each
item?  Again, an educated

By:
Emmett Manley

Wood Spin
Rustic Inspiration

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Wood Spin cont.
guess would be a dollar or so per candle
holder.  Many of these were turned between 2
and 6 AM as that was his personal turning time,
before he began his college job. Obviously,  he
learned to exist on very little sleep and he so
commented several times.

Today, those signed Rude candle holders,
usually in walnut or maple, with lead weights
added to the bottom for stability and with felt
covering the drilled hole, are offered on the
internet for $1,200 for a set of three.  Rude is
believed to have made over 5,000 sets of three
or four candle holders.  The New York Times
even reported a career total of 150,000 candle
holders.  Whatever the actual number, and
even if he only netted a dollar per item, he
made and sold enough to send four children
through college.  Significant value was added
later as his bowls and vases now often sell for
four figures.

 Many of Rude’s turnings are displayed in
prestigious galleries; the Queen of England has

one, which was gifted by Eleanor Roosevelt as
a wedding present. Just to list his
accomplishments, awards, demonstrations, and
publications would require many pages, so let’s

continue to focus on his signature candle
holders (he did not refer to them as
candlesticks).  Rude did not measure his wood
but his candle holders, upon inspection,  always
had the narrow waist located 30-35% of the
overall length from the top.  He described his
product as having a gentle curved upper 1/3
and a more straight long curve on the lower
2/3.  His eye was so good and he was so
experienced, that the top diameter would
consistently be 1/8” less than the bottom
diameter. The thin waist demanded that straight
grain woods be used and Rude always made
his matching sets from the same piece of wood.

 It is reported that at one demonstration
Rude was asked how he remained interested in

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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making candle holders after making thousands.
His answer, “I always try to make the next one
faster and better.”

 Rude pioneered the sale of woodturnings
directly to the public by attending local fairs and
festivals and selling items from his car. Later,
when his finances improved, he was able to rent
space and have his own booth as is done by
woodturners today. Also, he is credited with
introducing the natural edge bowl,  one of the
first woodturnings designed as art, not function.  I
found the following Osolnik quote which helps
explain Rude.

"My woodworking is a labor of love. It gives me a
feeling of being in church, or in God's presence,
when taking a piece of wood and making some-
thing out of it. I feel a deep appreciation to be
able to use and discover the beauty God has giv-
en us in our trees–we must protect and replenish

our forests for our future generations. I am at
peace with the world when working with wood. It
offers me a chance to relax because all of my
movements must be fluid in order to perform the
task. I design as I work, balancing ornament
against a plain surface with an unerring sense of
proportion and a perfect balance between materi-
al, purpose, and contour. "

Read more about Rude via an internet search,
he is a fascinating individual. And make a Osol-
nik candle holder.

Also check out the oral history interview with
Rude Osolnik at the following link.

http://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral
-history-interview-rude-osolnik-11979

Wood Spin cont.

Some inspirational ideas for the Christmas season

http://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-rude-osolnik-11979
http://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-rude-osolnik-11979
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Reprinted from “American Woodturner”  August 2015
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Reprinted from “American Woodturner”  August 2015
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Reprinted from “American Woodturner”  August 2015
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John Johnson, at 95, has a brand new shop.

Tired of trying to locate misplaced tools, sharpen tools
others dulled, clean up after everyone in the well-out-
fitted large Hobby Shop at Kirby Pines retirement vil-
lage where he lives, John out-fitted a 6 ft wide x 8 ft
deep walk-in closet off his second bedroom and now
controls all activity therein.

He sometimes works well into the night when he gets
so inspired and has so few interruptions.  Now the
truth is out, none of us has a reason not to have his
own shop, be it howsomever small.

He controls the chips from his wood lathe with a
catchall sack just in front of it and the dust with a
large filter in front of a box fan behind it.  For sanding
dust he has a small shop vacuum outfitted with a wide
inlet placed near the sanding disk mounted on his
lathe.  The vacuum itself is located in the bedroom

outside his little shop by means of a long hose.  Sound
from the shop is reduced by means of insulating board
attached to the corridor wall of the closet.  All other
walls are backed by John’s surrounding rooms.  Sev-
eral of his motorized tools have come from Harbor
Freight and he finds the quality quite acceptable.  No-
tice the machine lathe in one corner, which he uses for
both metal and off-axis wood projects.

John is looking for a small drill press and a small
belt/disc sander.  One of his minor challenges was the
absence of a single power outlet inside the closet but a
long heavy-duty cord with fused multi-outlet box
solved this.  The pictures clearly show the abundance
of storage space on the walls, and the bright work
light illumination.

Think You Don’t Have Room for a Wood Shop?

Submitted by Ray Tanner

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Upcoming Events/Deadlines
Events

November 28  Tate Thomas - Turning  pens

    Square Bowl President’s Challenge Judging

    Annual Christmas ornament contest

    Annual Board of Directors Elections

December  12  Annual Christmas Party

Education fund raiser auction

Deadlines

Annual Dues: Club dues for 2016 must be paid buy January 31, 2106

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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All members of MSWG are invited to contact the following mentors to learn a new technique, improve
their turning skills or turn something different. Mentors are volunteers and do not charge.

Contact information is on our website under Members Only and the Roster. Sessions should last no longer
than 3 hours and be scheduled at the convenience of the mentor.

Benson, Joel   Wood Selection, Turning Green Wood, McNaughton Coring, Chain Saw Sharpening/
   Maintenance, Chain Saw Use/Safety

Cannon, Rick   Segmented Bowls

Hosier, Jerry   Basic Stone and Wire Inlay, Woodturning Basics (Beads & Coves), Use of Spindle &
   Bowl Gouges

Maffitt, Mike   Trembleurs, Offset Turning

Manley, Emmett  Basic Woodturning, Green Wood Turning, Tool Handles,
Natural Edged Bowls from Limbs, Bottle Stoppers, Bangles and Napkin Rings,Ring

 Stands, Osolnik Candlesticks, Hand Mirrors, Stick Pens, Madcap  Mushrooms, Eggs,
 Dippers, Wine Bottles, Miniature Birdhouses, Kitchen Dippers, Mallets, Simple Salt &
 Pepper Shakers

Paullus, Dennis  Tool Use, Turning Safety, Hollow Vessels, Bowls, Boxes (Friction Fit or Threaded),
   Spindle Turning

Pillow, Wright   Inlaying: Marketry, Inlace, Epoxy

Seaton, Sam   Rose Engine Carving

Sefton, Larry   Milk Paint, Make Your Own Pyrography Unit, Hollow Forms

Stone, Rick   Finials, Bowls (incl. Natural Rim), Boxes, Spindles, Carving, Finishes, Pyrography,
   Making Tools, Turning Tool Basics (incl. Sharpening)

Tusant, Jim   Bowls, Hollow Forms, Pyrography, Carving, Dyeing, Tool Use

Voda, Joseph   Spindle Turning (e.g. Ornaments)

Wilbur, Skip   Bowls, Hollow Forms, Goblets, Finials

Mentor Program

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Sponsors and Suppliers
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