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Wig/Hat Stand Design

• I personally disagree with most of the designs on 
woodturning websites regarding wig stands.

• For the most part the center of gravity is too high 
because of the small base size and weight.

• Due to the smaller base and top it does not also work as 
a hat stand. 

• In my opinion the design should be more like the vintage 
hat and wig stand designs.  
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I mainly use these wood types:

• Curbside find – old furniture - mainly looking for spindles and legs

• Old candle sticks

• Anything that can be repurposed 

• Scrap wood from my stash

• MDF - “medium-density fiberboard”





What we will be 
making



Two 1-inch thick 
MDF boards 
glued together 
with contact 
cement spray. 
Ready to cut into 
circles.

http://www.interstateplywood.net/index.html


Cut blank round 
and make sure 
there is a reference 
center point.



Tailstock Faceplate Holder

Chuck Reversing Adapter
https://www.woodworkingshop.com/

https://www.woodworkingshop.com/


TOP
Drill a 2-1/16” dia. hole about 
¾” deep (will be used for 
chucking).

Then drill a 1-½” dia. hole 
leaving about ¼” - this will be 
for gluing in the upright. 
(hole is oversize because it will 
be back filled with epoxy).

BASE (same setup)
Drill a 2-1/16” dia. hole about 
¾” deep (will be used for 
chucking).



TOP
Expand chuck into the opening.



Note that the 
bottom surface 
rests on the 
chuck jaws.



Turn the profile of the 
top.  Note that the live 
center does not have 
its center (point has 
been removed) and the 
live center is not 
touching the surface so 
it does not leave a 
mark (this is done for 
safety – ensures it 
cannot come off the 
chuck). 

Tail stock will be 
removed for final 
finishing.

(note the vinyl glove)



MDF dust will severely dry your hands (removes oils and moisture).  
I use these protective gloves.



Using a beading 
tool to add beads.  

Note - start 
beading at the glue 
line to help hide 
the seam.



Use a 

Use a Scotch-Brite pad 
to cleanup (run in 
forward and reverse).



Or:

In this case I am 
using a texturing 
tool. The textures 
are limitless.

Tip – MDF will 
also pyrography 
well.







Apply two or 
three coat of 
primer. 



Use a Scotch-
Brite pad to 
cleanup (run in 
forward and 
reverse).



Use a Scotch-
Brite pad to 
cleanup (run in 
forward and 
reverse).

Before and After



Make your upright.

This is from a 
curbside found -
coffee table leg.

Drill a 5/16” hole in 
the end that will 
connected to the 
bottom. Drill 
through the 
headstock and live 
center.



Drill hole roughly 
2” in depth.



Apply two coats of paint.  

Here I am using General 
Finishes Milk Paint.  



Let paint dry.

Use the back edge of a 
skew as a scraper and 
cleanup the grooves.



Let the paint dry well.

Sand and Use a Scotch-Brite
pad to smooth and cleanup 
(run in forward and reverse).



Add finish coat of paint



Closeup of the finished 
painted beads - ready 
for assembly.



Mount base on the 
lathe and drill a 5/16” 
hole in the underside’s 
center (see next 
picture).



Cut a 5/16” thread rod to length.  
Should extend out of the base by 
3/8” so a washer and nut can go 
on.



This is my go-to product for 
slow set epoxy glue and 
resin.





Glue (epoxy) the upright 
into the top making sure it 
is straight.

Glue a 5/16” thread rod 
into the top of the upright.  



Allow the excess epoxy to 
back fill the hole.



Assemble with 
using a washer 
and nut.



It is not completed until 
the paperwork is done!

Identify yourself as the 
maker. At a minimum sign 
the bottom.

Log your stand into the 
MSWG tracking system 
and send a photo.
Wig Stands
Mid South Woodturners

https://www.midsouthwoodturners.com/wig-stands
https://www.midsouthwoodturners.com/wig-stands


What we will be 
making next.



DICK BLICK ART MATERIALS











Must back fill the metal before using 
otherwise it will indent.  You can use a lot of 
different materials to back fill.  My choice 
(because I have it) is epoxy resin.





Double face tape I like 
to use in the next 
step.



Cutout a round disk.









It is not completed until 
the paperwork is done!

Identify yourself as the 
maker. At a minimum sign 
the bottom.

Log your stand into the 
MSWG tracking system 
and send a photo.
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